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On Sunday 28 September, LHG Chair Jack Shaw was joined in conversation by Steve
Rotheram, Mayor of the Liverpool City Region.

In his remarks, Steve Rotheram discussed Liverpool City Region's housing figures, which have
increased from 4,500 to 6,600 homes per year since his election. He mentioned his role on the
Skills Mission Board with Angela Rayner, emphasising the difficulty of achieving the 1.5 million
homes target due to sectoral skill shortages.

He therefore highlighted the need for devolution to address skill shortages and infrastructure
gaps, emphasising the importance of place-making and spatial development strategies. He
noted the importance of local colleges and private training providers in addressing skill
shortages and attracting capital investment, and emphasised the importance of retaining skilled
workers within the region to prevent them from moving to other areas.

Steve also mentioned the potential of an overnight accommodation levy to generate £17-18
million annually. Importantly, he discussed the city's efforts to reduce homelessness through a
housing first approach, which provides homes to people experiencing homelessness and
addresses their complex issues.

Additionally, he outlined plans for public transport integration, energy efficiency projects, and the
potential for a Mersey Tidal project. The introduction of two-pound bus fares and the extension
of this policy was also discussed.

Steve expressed disappointment that Liverpool was not chosen as a pilot for the new towns
program but remains committed to the project. The potential for the new town project to
regenerate areas like North Liverpool and South Sefton was discussed.

He also discussed the following points as measures that he intended to take going forward:

- Ensure Steve Reed is made aware of suggestions around improving property
transactions and reducing delay

- Explore the possibility of implementing private rent controls in the Liverpool City Region,
building on the work being done by the Mayor of London.

In response to an audience question about making private rents more affordable, Steve
discussed the potential for local authorities to address private rent inflation with rent control.



Responding to an audience question about the impact of new airports and roadways on
economic growth in the Liverpool City Region, Steve emphasised the importance of connectivity
for economic growth and the need for a national approach to infrastructure investment. He
highlighted the potential for the Liverpool City Region to attract investment and drive economic
growth through improved connectivity, and discussed the importance of the Northern
Powerhouse Rail project for connecting major cities and driving innovation and growth.



