
 
 
On Tuesday 30 September, Labour Housing Group and Places for People hosted: ‘Safe homes 
for survivors of domestic abuse’. The panel, chaired by Councillor Heather Johnson, included 
Jess Asato MP (Member of Parliament for Lowestoft), Dr Sara Hyde (Islington Council), 
Branwen Evans (Places for People), and Erin Mansell (Women’s Budget Group). 
 
Councillor Heather Johnson opened the event by highlighting domestic abuse as a leading 
cause of homelessness, with survivors often left with no options but to leave their homes. She 
stated that Labour has acted quickly to exempt survivors from local connection tests and 
provide £160 million for safe accommodation. 
 
Jess Asato MP shared her background in working for Safe Lives and her mission to be a voice 
for women and children in Parliament. She emphasised the need for a holistic response to 
violence against women and girls, including the upcoming Violence Against Women and Girls 
strategy. She also highlighted the Government's progress in providing £200 million extra for 
Homelessness Prevention  and ending the local connection test for victims of domestic abuse. 
She called for additional funding for the sector, noting that refuges and support services were 
too often closing rather than provision increasing. She also noted how few local authorities used 
MARAC (Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference) initiatives.  
 
Branwen Evans discussed Places for People’s role in building and managing homes and their 
responsibility to support vulnerable groups. She emphasised the importance of building more 
homes to provide safe spaces for survivors of domestic abuse. She also highlighted the need 
for a systematic approach and culture change within the housing sector to better support 
survivors. 
 
Councillor Sara Hyde shared Islington's good practice in addressing domestic abuse, including 
its platinum-level Domestic Abuse Housing Alliance accreditation. She emphasised the need for 
a whole housing approach and the importance of prevention work to address the root causes of 
male violence against women and girls. 
 
Erin Mansell emphasised the importance of challenging the rhetoric from the far right and 
addressing gender. She also highlighted the need for financial autonomy and access to 
resources for women to prevent male violence against women and girls. 
 
In the Q&A session, the following points were raised by members of the audience: 

-​ The possibility of providing accommodation to perpetrators far from survivors 
-​ The importance of ensuring that everyone working in housing is trauma-informed 



-​ The need to ensure that homes provided to survivors of domestic abuse are adequately 
furnished  

-​ The need to ensure that rents are affordable to all survivors 
 
Jess Asato’s response encompassed the following points: 

-​ The role that mandatory domestic abuse training can play in changing behaviour 
changes among perpetrators 

-​ The need to provide a mandatory domestic abuse training programme for all agencies in 
contact with domestic abuse victims and perpetrators 

-​ The need to build social housing in which to house victims of domestic abuse at 
affordable rents 

 
Branwen Evans made the following points: 

-​ Ensuring that frontline staff in social housing understand domestic abuse and trauma 
-​ The importance of listening to victims so as to provide them with what they need to feel 

comfortable, not applying a one-size-fits-all standard 
-​ She acknowledged the importance of providing well furnished homes to helping people 

rebuild their lives 
 
Dr Hyde’s response included the following points: 

-​ The importance of, ideally, enabling women and children to stay in their homes and to 
make those safe spaces  

-​ The possibility of providing basic standards around the level of trauma training expected 
for those working in the sector 

-​ She highlighted Islington’s landlord licensing scheme as a model for ensuring that 
homes provided are of a decent standard 

 
Erin Mansell made the following points: 

-​ Creating environments in which disclosures can be handed well, including among the 
police 

-​ The need to focus on excluded groups, such as migrant women, who might struggle to 
access public funds 

-​ The need to provide in-person training on domestic abuse and trauma 


