
 
 
On Tuesday 30 September, Labour Housing Group and the English Rural Housing Association 
held a panel to discuss the deepening rural and coastal housing crisis in the UK, driven by 
austerity, economic decline, and lack of infrastructure. It was chaired by Dr Tom Arnold 
(University of Liverpool). The panel was composed of David Skaith (Mayor of York and North 
Yorkshire), Jayne Kirkham MP (Truro and Falmouth), Jo Lavis (Rural Housing Solutions), Martin 
Collett (English Rural Housing Association), and Ruwani Purcell (Citizens Advice). 
 
David Skaith highlighted York and North Yorkshire's housing challenges, including a 
10,000-person waiting list and high house prices. He pointed to ancillary consequences of the 
housing crisis in the region, such as the closure of local businesses, schools and GPs. He 
stated his pride at the fact that 50% of the homes that his administration has funded are 
affordable and social, as well as creating the first affordable housing standard outside of 
London. 
 
Jayne Kirkham MP noted a 27,000-person social housing waiting list and a 265% increase in 
households in temporary accommodation in Cornwall. She pointed to a lack of private rented 
sector accommodation, and a past tendency of landlords to evict tenants under Section 21 to 
convert their properties into short-term lets and Airbnbs. She said that Cornwall was trying to set 
up its own construction schools and colleges to address the local skills crisis. 
 
Jo Lavis emphasised the need for affordable housing in rural areas, with only 5,025 new 
affordable homes last year. She said that housing shortages in rural areas weaken local 
communities. She called for measures to reduce the risk, cost and time taken to deliver homes, 
as well as ambitious targets for building rural homes and political leadership to direct Homes 
England’s towards rural, supported and social housing 
 
Ruwani Purcell highlighted the impact of poor housing on health and living standards. She also 
pointed to a wider cost of living crisis that is seeing more and more people require hardship 
support, especially in rural areas, and said that families in these situations often cut back by 
trying to reducing their energy costs. She called for homes not just to be more affordable but 
also more energy efficient and more decent. 
 
Martin Collett stressed the importance of Rural Exception Sites and the need for better planning 
and funding. He said that the housing association sector was facing huge finance challenges. 
He argued that rural local planning authorities need to take more advantage of rural exception 
sites, and there could be greater collaboration between local authorities, as examples of what 
could be done to support home building in rural areas without additional legislation.  



 
The panel suggested several possible steps as a programme for action: 

-​ Implement a registration scheme for short-term lets in Cornwall to ensure properties are 
safe and fairly managed. 

-​ Explore using the additional council tax revenue from second homes in Cornwall 
specifically for housing. 

-​ Advocate for the package of policy measures proposed by the Rural Housing Network to 
support the delivery of rural affordable housing. 

-​ Work with Homes England to develop a programme approach for rural housing 
associations to accelerate delivery of rural affordable housing. 


