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On Tuesday 30 September, Labour Housing Group hosted a panel to discuss the Renters’
Rights Bill. The panel was chaired by Alona Ferber of Prospect Magazine. It featured
Naushabah Khan MP, Joe Powell MP, Dame Clare Moriarity (Citizens’ Advice) and Ben Twomey
(Generation Rent).

Key points included the need to enforce the Bill effectively, and to publicise the changes it will
bring about, the high cost of renting, and the challenges faced by local authorities.

Joe Powell discussed the high rents in his constituency, citing average rents of £2,500 for a
one-bed flat. He welcomed the additional security in tenancy that the Renters’ Rights Bill would
bring, but said local authorities would need adequate resourcing to enforce it.

Clare Moriarty also emphasised the importance of effective enforcement and the need for
proper implementation of new regulations, such as the minimum energy efficiency standards.
She talked about the cost to society of the actions of poor landlords. She highlighted the
importance of a national landlord register and suggested a permanent unfreezing and uprating
of local housing allowance.

Naushabah Khan said that the rent crisis has been pushing its way outside of London. People
who can no longer afford to live in London are being forced to move to localities just outside the
capital, where they lack local roots and support networks. This has the combined effect of
making them more vulnerable while also putting pressure on local services in areas that lack the
resources to support a sudden influx. She welcomed the Bill’'s termination of Section 21 notices,
saying that arbitrary evictions had contributed significantly to the crisis in temporary
accommodation.

Ben Twomey argued that there needed to be a public awareness campaign to ensure people
knew their new rights under the Bill. He suggested a limit on rent rises. He called on the
Government to stop freezing local housing allowances and to support key workers to find
properties at affordable rent levels.

Members of the audience asked the following questions:
- How can we support people to use the rent tribunal system?
- When can renters expect the provisions of the Bill to kick in?
- How can we fund local authorities to recruit and train enough people qualified to do
complex housing work?



The panel suggested the following steps as a path forward to protect the interests of private
renters in the UK:

- Ensure that the Renters' Rights Bbill is passed through Parliament without being watered
down.

- Explore options for devolving power to local mayors to implement rent control measures.

- Develop a plan for effective implementation and enforcement of the new regulations, including
properly funding local authorities.

- Advocate for permanently unfreezing and uprating Local Housing Allowance in line with the
30th percentile.

- Launch a major public awareness campaign to educate renters about their new rights under
the new legislation.



