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On Sunday 28 September, Labour Housing Group hosted a panel discussion on the
Government’s ambition New Towns Taskforce report, which has recommended 12 New Towns
across the UK. The panel was chaired by Rachael Williamson (Chartered Institute of Housing).
It featured: Mel Barrett, CEO of Metropolitan Thames Valley Housing; Julia Buckley, MP for
Shrewsbury; Chris Curtis, MP for Milton Keynes North; and Charlotte Neil, Director of
Professional Practice and Research at RICS.

Key points included the importance of community engagement, infrastructure, and long-term
stewardship. The discussion highlighted challenges such as viability, affordability, and the need
for innovative approaches, including the role of SMEs and registered providers. The panel also
stressed the importance of accessibility, economic growth, and environmental considerations in
the development of these New Towns.

Mel Barrett shared his excitement about the government's ambition and his experience with
large-scale development projects, emphasising the importance of community engagement and
long-term stewardship. He discussed the importance of reducing policy uncertainty, engaging
communities, and securing long-term financial partners for these projects.

Julia Buckley discussed the challenges of balancing economic growth with environmental
protection in her semi-rural constituency, highlighting the need for infrastructure and community
facilities. She also explained the importance of aligning New Towns with national infrastructure
plans and environmental regulations to ensure sustainable development.

Chris Curtis reflected on his personal connection to Milton Keynes, a successful new town, and
the importance of bold and ambitious government action to address the housing crisis. He
suggested considering alternative financing methods, such as bonds issued by development
corporations, and the potential for using New Towns to encourage modern methods of
construction.

Charlotte Neil emphasised the critical role of RICS in shaping public policy and the importance
of long-term investment and collaboration between public and private sectors to deliver
high-quality housing. She highlighted the need for clarity around regulation and the importance
of involving experts in the delivery life cycle.

The following steps were suggested as priorities for an effective New Towns strategy:



Engage with local authorities to understand if the New Town home numbers will count
towards their 5-year land supply.

Ensure 40% affordable housing provision, with half being social housing, is maintained
as a target across the new town developments.

Explore using development corporations to help address challenges around energy grid
connections and other infrastructure coordination issues.

Prioritise public transport connectivity and accessibility in the planning and design of the
new towns.

Investigate opportunities to support SME and innovative developers to be involved in the
New Town projects.



