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On Monday 29 September, Labour Housing Group, Riverside and Homeless Link hosted a
panel session to discuss strategies to end homelessness under the Labour Government.

David Smith MP, Member of Parliament for North Northumberland and Vice Chair of the APPG
on Ending Homelessness, opened the discussion by welcoming the Government’s move to end
the Vagrancy Act and moving away from a criminal justice approach. He outlined three key
elements for ending homelessness: rapid rehousing, prevention, and intensive support. He
pointed to the high cost of supporting people with multiple and complex needs, and pointed out
that investing in prevention and addressing the root causes would be more cost effective.

Fiona Colley, Director of Social Change at Homeless Link, emphasised the important work done
by frontline homelessness organisations despite facing a context of financial uncertainty.
Pointing to the record of the last Conservative Governments, she said that there are now 43%
fewer bed spaces available for people to come off the streets than there were 16 years ago. She
pointed to the previous Labour Government’s success in addressing homelessness, as part of a
cross-government strategy, and called for a long-term, holistic funding model to provide financial
security to homelessness organisations.

Paul Dolan, CEO Riverside Group, emphasised a housing-led approach to addressing
homelessness, citing successful initiatives such as Sefton Families and the Powerhouse project
in Liverpool. He said that housing associations, much like the voluntary sector, needed more
long-term financial security to continue their important work in combatting homelessness. He
also emphasised the importance of using political will in order to end homelessness.

Darren Murinas, CEO of Expert Citizens, began by sharing his personal experience of
homelessness and emphasising the importance of involving people with lived experience, and
listening deeply to them, in devising solutions as the only way of creating lasting change. This
led him to highlight the importance of trauma-informed care as one important component of a
holistic approach to addressing homelessness.

Ed Hume, Cabinet Member for Housing on Milton Keynes Council, highlighted his council’s
policy of no second night out on the streets. He emphasised the importance of housing as a
fundamental principle of life and the need for more affordable homes.

Questions from the audience focused on the following topics:
- Ensuring that accommodation provided for homeless people isdecently furnished to
provide people with dignity and security



- Making the case for increasing Local Housing Allowance so as to prevent homelessness
- Using digital strategies to end homelessness

- The need to extend to a 56-day notice period for people in asylum accommodation

There was agreement on the panel about the need to provide decently furnished tenances, with
some social housing providers coming under criticism for not providing basic amenities. It was
also acknowledged that social housing providers were having to deliver their services in a

context of financial uncertainty, leading to some providers leaving the supported housing
market.

It was also suggested that the Government should rethink its asylum policy, with panellists
fearing that people would come out of asylum hotels and end up on the streets. Also noted as
critical is a Spend-to Save policy in tackling homelessness.



