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H
O
U
S
I
N
G

A
utum

n 2018
E

ditor - E
d D

errick
 The N

ew
sletter from

 Labour H
ousing G

roup

This is a very full edition of LH
G

’s N
ew

sletter, w
ith a lot of opportunity for our m

em
bers to involve

them
selves in our w

ork, and reports on our recent activity. It’s not all w
ork how

ever - there’s an
invitation to a reception at the H

ousing of C
om

m
ons as w

ell.   W
e have an article by EC

 m
em

ber
Am

anda Pinnock dealing w
ith as aspect of private renting, a m

ajor contem
porary issue.

LH
G

 Policy U
pdate

Your EC
 is starting to review

 and update LH
G

’s housing policies across the board.  The starting point
of this process is a consultation of LH

G
’s m

em
bers details of how

 you can contribute are in the
M

em
bers’ Pages.

N
ew

sletter to go digital
This is the last LH

G
 N

ew
sletter to go out in paper form

at as a m
atter of routine.  In future it w

ill be
distributed by em

ail, unless you ask us to send you a paper copy.   So if you haven’t yet done so,
m

ake sure that w
e have your em

ail address!  If you haven’t already done so, send it to LH
G

s
m

em
bership officer, Janet Berry, at janetberry@

hotm
ail.co.uk.

N
B

 Individuals m
ust be m

em
bers of the Labour P

arty and agree to be bound by Labour P
arty rules and the LH

G
 constitution

H
onorary Patrons: R

oberta B
lackm

an-W
oods M

P, K
aren B

uck M
P, Lord R

oy K
ennedy and N

icky G
avron AM

L H
 G

 D
IA

RY
W

hat have w
e been doing?   H

ere is an update of
LH

G
s activities since the last N

ew
sletter.

•
Sought LH

G
 m

em
bers’ view

s on and subm
itted a response to

the Party’s consultation on ‘H
ousing for the M

any’ G
reen Paper

•
Subm

itted response to Tory Social H
ousing G

reen Paper

•
Subm

itted a contem
porary resolution to C

onference

•
H

eld a Fringe M
eeting at C

onference

•
D

eveloped and inaugurated a new
 W

ebsite

(w
w

w
.labourhousing.org)

1
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N
E

W
 LH

G
 W

E
B

S
ITE

!

Labour H
ousing G

roup has an attractive new
 w

ebsite. W
e have been w

orking on this new
 w

ebsite over
the past year and it is now

 up and running. W
hat is m

ore, for the first tim
e you can now

 join LH
G

, and pay
for your annual subscription via P

aypal, using the w
ebsite

O
ur w

ebsite address is http://labourhousing.org/

The new
 w

ebsite w
ill greatly im

prove LH
G

’s ability to interact w
ith our m

em
bers, and our ability to com

-
m

unicate and cam
paign on housing issues both w

ith Labour P
arty m

em
bers and the public. It is a great

im
provem

ent on the functionality of the old w
ebsite.

W
e hope you like it!

LH
G

 elsew
here on the w

eb:
R

em
em

ber w
e also have an active Facebook P

age and a Tw
itter account @

LabourH
ousing

B
oth our London and N

orth East England branches are on the Internet.
•

LH
G

 London has a Facebook page and a Tw
itter account at @

LH
G

London
•

LH
G

 N
orth East is on Facebook and on Tw

itter at @
LabourH

ousingN
E

•
LH

G
 N

orth East also has it’s ow
n w

ebpage at https://nelabourhousinggroup.w
eebly.com

/

R
oss H

ouston

LH
G

 A
N

D
 P

R
O

TE
C

TIN
G

 Y
O

U
R

 D
ATA

LH
G

 is com
m

itted to safeguarding your privacy. A
t all tim

es w
e aim

 to respect any personal data you
share w

ith us, or that w
e receive from

 other organisations, and to keep it safe. O
ur P

rivacy P
olicy sets out

our data collection and processing practices and your options regarding the w
ays in w

hich your personal
inform

ation is used.

Labour H
ousing G

roup’s P
rivacy P

olicy is available on our new
 w

ebsite (see above) and contains im
por-

tant inform
ation about your personal rights to privacy. P

lease read it carefully to understand how
 w

e use
your personal data. W

e m
ay update our P

olicy from
 tim

e to tim
e w

ithout notice to you, so please check it
regularly.

The provision of your personal data to LH
G

 is voluntary. H
ow

ever, w
ithout providing us w

ith your personal
data, you w

ill be unable to join LH
G

 as a m
em

ber or take part in our activities.

R
oss H

ouston
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W
hat’s Fault got to do w

ith it?
The doctrine of natural order usually dictates that those at fault should be penalised for adverse conduct.
H

ow
ever, this is not alw

ays the case in the w
orld of renters, w

here Landlords can sw
iftly end tenancies w

hen
it suits them

, so long as basic legal rules are observed.

Today, as the im
plem

entation of U
niversal C

redit rolls out, lengthy processing and lack of budgeting skills,
coupled w

ith the harsh realities of austerity and the changes in im
m

igration legislation, m
eans that the

relationship betw
een Landlords and Tenants is m

ore fractious and the rationale behind tenants being at fault
is no longer of genuine concern.

U
nder the section 21 regim

e Landlords are afforded the opportunity under housing law
 to bring C

ourt action
to evict tenants w

ith ease from
 the expiry of the w

ritten agreem
ent, and the C

ourts have no jurisdiction to
prevent the eviction, irrespective of exem

plary behaviour on the part of the tenant. U
nscrupulous Landlords

utilise the full extent of these provisions to rem
ove tenants who raise com

plaints about substandard dwellings,
tenants who validly challenge unjust treatm

ent and prom
ote their rights. This G

overnm
ent has poorly attem

pted
to address these anom

alies in legislation introduced in 2015.

M
any concede the coined phrase of ‘no fault evictions’ should be repealed to protect innocent renters caught

up in an unjust system
 w

hich acts solely in the interests of the bourgeois landlord ow
ners, w

ho care very
little for them

. They question w
hy fam

ilies should lose their hom
es w

hen they have done nothing w
rong.

This dilem
m

a w
as rem

edied by Scottish legislators in 2017 w
hen bold steps w

ere taken to scrap fixed term
tenancies, described by Shelter Scotland as a “new

 daw
n” for private renters, reserving eviction grounds

solely to sell, refurbish or if they intend to live there them
selves. C

roydon C
ouncil is reported to be the first

C
ouncil to support the scrapping of the s21 m

echanism
 due to the grow

ing num
ber of private tenancy

evictions putting a strain on their already finite resources.

Adversely the G
overnm

ent’s creating w
hat could be described as tenancies for life m

ay harm
 our already

volatile rental m
arket, by discouraging Landlords from

 renting out properties for fear of being unable to get
them

 back. At a tim
e of increasing hom

elessness and lim
ited social housing stock to accom

m
odate the

growing dem
and in the UK, this course of action to afford tenants greater security of tenure m

ay not am
eliorate

the situation.

H
ow

 then do w
e balance the interest of tenants offering sustainability, stability and serenity against the

backdrop of being held to ransom
, so to speak, by w

ealthy landow
ners w

ho w
ield pow

er and influence?

U
nder current housing legislation the lifespan of private tenancies can last for a m

inim
um

 of six m
onths,

leaving tenants w
ithout any real security for them

selves and their fam
ilies. The im

m
inent risk of eviction and

the threat of hom
elessness understandably can lead to severe anxiety and poor m

ental health and the
uncertainty shattering the fabric of fam

ily resilience.

O
f course som

e m
ay argue that ow

nership should perm
it Landlords to do w

ith their possessions as they see
fit, and infringem

ent on their H
um

an R
ights is not in keeping w

ith our obligations under the European
C

onvention  (for now
 anyw

ay!) and free enterprise. C
onversely tenants’ rights also need to be protected, as

celebrated in the Article 8 to prom
ote fam

ily life, alluding to the right not to have your hom
e life interfered

w
ith, including by unlaw

ful surveillance, unlaw
ful entry and arbitrary evictions.

R
ather than draconian constrains being placed on Landlords, a w

elcom
ed am

endm
ent could be to extend

the lifespan of the tenancies beyond 6 m
onths to offer a reprieve from

 the risk of eviction for exam
ple 3 – 5

years.   This balancing exercise m
ust incorporate the potential harm

 and precariousness of the environm
ent

in w
hich housing law

 governs.
A

m
anda Pinnock
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LH
G

  PO
LIC

Y R
EVIEW

The LH
G

 Executive is beginning the process of review
ing its policies.

W
e w

ould like to hear from
 you (briefly) as follow

s.
1.

W
hat do you consider the m

ost pressing issues for Labour’s housing policies to address?
2.

W
here do you think our policies m

ost need updating?
3.

In w
hat particular policy areas do you have experience and/or expertise?

Please em
ail Paul M

artin at pauljm
artin@

clara.co.uk w
ith your ideas

no later than Friday 30
th N

ovem
ber.

LH
G

 response to Tory Social H
ousing G

reen Paper
As w

ell as a response to the Labour Party G
reen Paper, Housing for the M

any, to w
hich m

any
LH

G
 m

em
bers contributed, in August w

e also m
ade a statem

ent about the Tory H
ousing G

reen
Paper. You can read the full statem

ent here on the LH
G

 w
ebsite and the key points from

 the press
release w

hich are set out below.

In the afterm
ath of the G

renfell tragedy the governm
ent said its green paper would be a “fundam

ental
rethink of social housing in this country”. Instead, it has been sneaked out in the m

iddle of everyone’s
sum

m
er holidays. It has little of im

portance to say and holds out no hope that this governm
ent w

ill
tackle the housing crisis or the stigm

atisation of social tenants.

The contrast betw
een the Tory green paper and the one produced by Jerem

y C
orbyn and John

H
ealey for Labour earlier in the year could hardly be starker.  Theirs fiddles at the edges and is

going now
here, w

hile Labour’s is a genuine agenda for reform
 and the re-establishm

ent of social
rented housing at the heart of the housing system

.

LH
G

’s statem
ent attacks the tw

o m
ain deficiencies in the Tory G

reen Paper: no announcem
ent of

m
ore funding to build social housing, and a w

holly inadequate response to the stigm
atisation of

social tenants. LH
G

 says: “Tenants m
ust be astonished to read that the key policy proposal for

addressing the stigm
a they often experience is to set up street parties and best neighbourhood

com
petitions.”

The few
 positive points - a return to proper regulation of consum

er standards, and to a tenants’
voice organisation of som

e sorts, a review
 of the D

ecent H
om

es Standard and the developm
ent

of a m
ore level playing field betw

een council and housing association landlords – are an adm
ission

that m
uch of the policy since 2010 has been w

rong. W
hen Labour left office in 2010 there w

as a
strong regulatory system

, proper inspection of landlord services, a national tenant voice. Above
all there w

ere high levels of investm
ent in new

 social housing. That w
as all sw

ept aw
ay by the

Tory C
oalition G

overnm
ent. And the disastrous Tory G

overnm
ent w

hich follow
ed has so far had to

retract its ow
n housing policies not once, but 7 tim

es. They should apologise for getting everything
so w

rong.
S

heila S
pencer

LH
G

 M
em

bers’ Pages
IN

VITATIO
N

You are invited to an end of year reception for Labour H
ousing G

roup, to be held at the H
ouse of

C
om

m
ons, from

 6:30pm
 to 9pm

, on Thursday, 6 D
ecem

ber 2018.
The reception is being hosted by Lord Kennedy of Southw

ark. D
rinks and nibbles w

ill be served.

Please m
eet outside the gift shop in W

estm
inster H

all, at 6:30pm
.

Please allow
 tim

e to pass through security at the H
ouse, and please bring this invitation w

ith you.

W
e w

ill be collecting donations for LH
G

 at the reception - w
e suggest £10, and £5 if you are retired,

unw
aged, or a student.

To help us w
ith catering arrangem

ents, if you w
ill be attending please R

SVP to paulre55@
hotm

ail.co.uk by
no later than Thursday 29 N

ovem
ber 2018.

As space is lim
ited to approxim

ately 60 people in the reception room
, w

e w
ill be allocating places on a first

com
e first served basis.

2019 A
nnual G

eneral M
eeting - A

dvance N
otice

The 2019 Annual G
eneral M

eeting of Labour H
ousing G

roup w
ill be held on Saturday 9th M

arch
2019, in London.
Full details of the venue, tim

e and program
m

e w
ill be sent to all LH

G
 M

em
bers by post early in 2019.

In the m
eantim

e, please keep your diary free on M
arch 9th so that you can attend.

LH
G

 Executive 2018-2019
At the AG

M
 on June 16th 2018, LH

G
’s new

 Executive w
as elected for the tw

o years to 2020.  Your
Executive has 12 m

em
bers from

 around the country:

●
Janet B

erry – W
inchester C

LP (M
em

bership Secretary)

●
John B

evan – H
ornsey & W

ood G
reen C

LP (Vice-chair)

●
John C

otton – Birm
ingham

 Perry Bar C
LP

●
Ed D

errick – N
ew

castle C
entral C

LP ( newsletter editor)

●
Paul Eastw

ood – H
em

el H
em

pstead C
LP (Chair)

●
R

oss H
ouston - Finchley & G

olders G
reen C

LP ( Treasurer)

●
H

eather Johnson – H
am

pstead & Kilburn C
LP ( Vice-chair & events organiser)

●
Paul M

artin – Poplar Lim
e H

ouse C
LP (policy lead)

●
A

m
anda Pinnock – H

uddersfield C
LP

●
K

erry Pollard – St Albans C
LP ( Secretary June-Sept 2018)

●
Sheila Spencer – N

orth Tyneside C
LP (Secretary from

 Septem
ber 2018)

●
Sharon Thom

pson – Birm
ingham

 Ladyw
ood C

LP (co-opted Septem
ber 2018)
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A
nnual G

eneral M
eeting 2018 - R

eport to M
em

bers
The 2018 LH

G
 Annual G

eneral M
eeting w

as held on June 16
th. It w

as attended by about 20 m
em

bers w
ho

w
ere treated to no less than three really interesting presentations, as w

ell as all the usual AG
M

 business.

A series of challenges for Labour, for local authorities and housing bodies
The first speaker, Alistair M

cIntosh, C
hief Executive of H

ousing Q
uality N

etw
ork, spoke about the Labour

Party H
ousing G

reen Paper, H
ousing for the M

any, w
hich he said w

as good but not am
bitious enough on

the need for social and affordable housing to be a priority for the next Labour G
overnm

ent. H
e presented 10

refreshing suggestions for Labour for the future, starting w
ith a com

m
itm

ent to build houses w
ith the best

standards and best design, the best safety standards, and the best m
anagem

ent. H
e urged us to m

ake sure
that m

inisters and civil servants are m
ore engaged, and w

orking together, and to tackle the difficult questions
about decisions about em

pty property in London as w
ell as the regeneration of council estates and the role of

H
ousing Associations. H

e also noted that London local authorities and other London bodies cannot solve
London’s problem

s on their ow
n. H

is final point, that Labour w
as expected to build a great num

ber of council
houses and w

ould be w
ell-loved for this, w

as m
usic the ears of m

ost delegates!

Speaker num
ber tw

o (M
ichael W

are BD
O

) gave a fascinating insight into the role that public sector housing
organisations can have in developing energy solutions.  Solutions such as battery banks, ground source heat
pum

ps, and photovoltaic power would not only save consum
ers m

oney but also m
ake m

oney for local authorities
and other public bodies. G

iven that poorer people pay 3-4 tim
es as m

uch as those w
ho are better off on their

energy costs, this is a great tim
e for Labour to invest in a different w

ay to provide low
 cost energy.

The final speaker w
as N

icky G
avron, a London Assem

bly m
em

ber and an LH
G

 Patron. N
icky chaired a

London Assem
bly Planning Com

m
ittee investigation into m

odular construction (Designed, sealed, delivered:
The contribution of offsite m

anufactured hom
es to solving London’s housing crisis, 2017). The research

found that m
odular construction (also know

n as offsite m
anufacturing or O

SM
) could vastly im

prove the
speed of construction, and w

ould help the construction industry to m
odernise. It is low

 cost to provide, to
heat, and quick to build, good for urban and rural settings, and adaptable. It w

ould allow
 us to m

ove aw
ay

from
 the stranglehold that the big builders have on the industry, and enable us to develop the sector and the

w
orkforce at a critical tim

e. N
icky stressed that O

SM
 today is a very different proposition from

 the 20
th C

entury,
w

ith digital design and precision engineering ensuring that outcom
es are far better than those of the

industrialised, system
-built housing of the 1960s.

The report from
 LH

G
 Executive

LH
G

 officers reported on LH
G

 activity, finances, and m
em

bership. O
ver the past year, LH

G
 had held an event

in Birm
ingham

, a fringe m
eeting in Brighton, and a reception in the H

ouses of Parliam
ent. N

icky G
avron and

Lord R
oy Kennedy had been w

elcom
ed as the first LH

G
 Patrons. There w

as a sm
all increase in m

em
bership,

w
ith 245 paid-up m

em
bers at the tim

e of the AG
M

, and the books had balanced, w
ith a sm

all surplus of
£479.32 over the year.

For the forthcom
ing year, the Executive had decided to invest in a new

 w
ebsite, and to give m

ore support to
branches (currently London and the N

orth East) w
ith new

 ones developing in G
reater M

anchester and
Birm

ingham
, and possibly the South W

est.

D
iscussion of future plans

After the m
ain business, there w

as a lively discussion about w
hat LH

G
 should be doing, and how, in the

com
ing year. Key points w

ere that:

●
LH

G
 should be at the forefront of housing policy developm

ent w
ithin the Labour Party

●
W

e need to reach out m
ore to LP and LH

G
 m

em
bers, w

ith a list of speakers, consultation on policy
papers, and m

ore joint w
ork w

ith other Socialist Societies w
ith com

m
on agendas

●
A higher profile generally

Sheila Spencer, Secretary

LH
G

 M
em

bers’ Pages
C

onference Fringe R
eport

O
ur Fringe M

eeting at this year’s Labour Party C
onference w

as held on the evening of Sunday 23rd
Septem

ber at Avenue H
Q

 at the Pier H
otel on Liverpool’s w

aterfront.   D
espite the Fringe M

eeting’s clash
w

ith other interesting fringe events, and an exceptionally long com
positing session on the housing m

otion
to go to C

onference, it w
as a w

ell attended and highly sociable evening, w
ith over fifty people present.

(Ith)

The speakers (as show
n in the picture above, left to right) w

ere C
ouncilllor D

anny Beales (C
abinet

M
em

ber for R
egeneration at London Borough of C

am
den), M

elanie O
nn M

P from
 the Shadow

 H
ousing

team
, C

ouncillor John Bevan (LH
G

 Executive and C
hair of the event), C

ouncillor Sharon Thom
pson

(Birm
ingham

 C
ity C

ouncil) and Phil G
lanville (Executive M

ayor at London Borough of H
ackney).

The them
e of the Fringe m

eeting w
as Local C

ouncils leading the w
ay in Tackling the H

ousing C
risis. O

ur
three Local Authority speakers each gave an insight into w

hat their ow
n C

ouncils w
ere doing to address

the need to build housing in their areas despite the Tory G
overnm

ent’s continued squeeze on local
governm

ent and the lack of investm
ent in affordable housing.   Their exam

ples illustrated how
 Labour

C
ouncils up and dow

n the country are using innovative w
ays to address the housing crisis, and exposed

the com
plete lack of support from

 central G
overnm

ent.

M
elanie O

nn M
P congratulated local politicians on the w

ork they w
ere doing to help resolve the housing

crisis and further highlighted the lack of action from
 the G

overnm
ent.   At all levels, w

here Labour is in
pow

er, resources are being put into social housing, including form
 the London M

ayor.   She stressed that
Labour in pow

er w
ould w

ork closely w
ith local authorities to deliver the housing w

e need across the
country, and that the Shadow

 C
abinet H

ousing team
 is eager to w

ork w
ith Labour H

ousing G
roup to

develop strong policies that a Labour G
overnm

ent w
ould introduce in pow

er.

The presentations w
ere follow

ed by a lively Q
&A session, an afterw

ards by inform
al netw

orking.   W
e hope

soon to be able to upload speakers’ notes onto LH
G

’s new
 w

ebsite so that LH
G

 m
em

bers can get m
ore

details of the Fringe m
eeting.

Heather Johnson


