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Editorial

This edition of the Labour Housing Group Newsletter is the first to be distributed by email rather than the
post, with the exception, for the time being, of those members who have no access to email,
which includes CLPs and Labour Groups. We have made this change to save money - printing and postage
costs are substantial and LHG needs to spend its limited resources in a cost-effective way
In this newsletter you will find details of our presence at Conference in September, a statement by
our new Chair, Councillor John Cotton from Birmingham, and reports from our Branches around the country.
You will also find information about an important new LHG initiative - the development of Briefings on a
range of key housing matters which will enable you to develop your local policy and campaigning activity.
Finally, there is an article about the important issue of Leasehold, and a commentary on the Shelter Housing
Commission Report.
Ed Derrick

LHG at CONFERENCE 2019

LHG will be holding its traditional popular fringe meeting at this year's Party Conference.
However, this year we have two fringe meetings.
"Time for a public housing revolution"
• John Healey MP Shadow Secretary of State for Housing:
Labour's plans for rethinking and rebuilding our social housing stock
• Greg Beales, Director of Communication, Policy & Campaign, Shelter:
• Andy Winter, CEO, Brighton Housing Trust :
Improving access to social housing for people in greatest need
• Vaughan West, Regional Political Officer & Organiser, GMB London Region:
• 'Gavin Smart, Deputy CEO, Chartered Institute of Housing
• A speaker about Grenfell (TBC):
What we have learnt from Grenfell about the need to rethink social housing
Monday 23rd September
6.30 for refreshments, meeting 7-9pm
Brighton Jubilee Library, Jubilee Street, BN1 1GE

(The library is just to the north of Brighton Pavilion, about half a mile from the Conference Centre from the sea front)

The second fringe meeting will be a joint event with SERA, the Campaign for the Protection of Rural
England and the Federation of Master Builders.
A home shouldn't cost the earth: How Labour can address the housing and climate crises
12.45 pm to 2.00 pm,
Tuesday 24th September
The Dome Room, Hotel du Vin, 2 - 6 Ship Street, BN1 1 AD

(This is a short walk to the east of the Conference Centre, a little back from the sea front)

LHG Members' Pages
2019 AGM report

LHG's 2019 Annual General Meeting was held in March, and we welcomed Ed Miliband as the keynote speaker,
talking about the outcomes from the Shelter Social Housing Commission.
Ed Miliband spoke about the cross-party nature of the Commission and the recognition of the fail of housing
policy for a number of years, failing to address a housing crisis which toucheseveryone in some way. He
welcomed the Commission and its report for its encouragement to reframe the argument about social housing.
We must consider who social housing is (or can be) for, how investment is to be made, and who the developers
should be. He noted John Boughton's comment that a government which tackles the housing crisis will be
remembered for many years for changing people's lives.
Ed noted that the mood is changing in both main parties, for example in lifting the HRA cap, and felt that the
Commission's recommendations provide a real opportunity to press forward on Labour policy and commitments.
He said that what was needed now was a Delivery Plan.
In the discussions held after Ed's speech, members said there needs to be a shift in the funding of local
government, to rebuild capacity, borrowing powers, CPO powers, and design and planning teams. Local
authorities should take the lead in delivery of more public housing, and also support co-operative and
community-led options.
Other key issues covered were the need to municipalise the worst part of the private rented sector, tackling
under-occupation and unoccupied properties, replacing stamp duty by a tax system based on capital gains, and
sorting out public housing regulation, followed by the regulation of other sectors. A single regulator was not
considered a priority.
AGM business

As LHG elects its Executive Committee for 2 years, there were no elections this time but Sharon Thompson from
Birmingham had been co-opted during the year. Paul Eastwood stood down as Chair; at the Executive meeting
the following day, John Cotton was elected to take his place.
LHG Treasurer reported that spending on the new website was putting pressure on our finances, but otherwise
running costs were relatively stable. Policy Days had pretty much covered their costs, with help from Unison and
Unite unions. The Membership Officer reported that a lot of work had gone into updating the membership
records, and we now had around 295 members, and 16 CLPs and Labour Groups The new website allows
people to join electronically, using Paypal, by emailing the Membership Secretary at
membership@labourhousing.org.
On policy development, Paul Martin said that the Executive had been reviewing LHG policies and identifying
gaps, and had decided to prepare a series of Policy Briefings, aimed at Labour Party members and others who
are not housing experts. It was noted that there is no National Policy Forum consultation on housing this year.
This will be raised in a meeting to be held with John Healey. LHG and members were urged to put in
submissions to the Labour Planning Commission.
The AGM agreed the following resolution, moved by Nick Bragger, and amended by Sheila Spence
Private renters are on tenancies with fixed terms of 6 to 12 months and can be evicted with two months' notice.
These 'no fault evictions' were introduced under Section 21 of the 1988 Housing Act. This insecurity harms
quality of life for tenants, gives landlords huge power and is the biggest cause of homelessness.
We resolve to support the End Unfair Evictions campaign run by a coalition of campaign groups. It is already
Labour Party policy to End Section 21 evictions, but lacks detail. We resolve to ensure that support for ending
unfair evictions is detailed clearly in Labour Party policy. We also resolve to argue for the abolition of Assured
Shorthold Tenancies, and to call for a review of the practical implications of this, looking at the outcomes of
similar changes made in Scotland and Wales.
This means:
• Open-ended tenancies, abolishing Section 21, leaving only Section 8 grounds for eviction.
(Selling up can be grounds for repossession created within Section 8).
• If the landlord wants to evict the tenant to use property for themselves the relocation costs for the tenant
should be paid by the landlord, with at least three months' notice.
• Section 8 evictions for no fault (i.e. sale of property or landlord moving into the property) should not be
capable of implementation for at least one year of a new tenancy, or for landlords who've bought property
with sitting tenants.
• Annual in-tenancy rent rises should limited to wage inflation or CPI.
Sheila Spencer, Secretary
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